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significant landmarks in human history. The victory has been not to
the strong, but to the finer, more generous elements in human nature.
The great ideals of progress have won through ; that is the real and
abiding significance of this war and its tremendous conclusion.
If that is so, then this war should leave no lasting bitterness behind
it in the minds of the peoples. The baser elements of human nature
have been defeated in the enemy; they should not re-establish themselves
in the victors. The tremendous spiritual elan which carried us through
the great struggle should not now make way for barren hatreds, abject
fears, base greeds. Now more than ever should the banner of the
spirit be borne aloft by all of us, as at once the symbol and secret of
victory. * In hoc signo vincesS The ethical human factors have vindi-
cated themselves in a way which is little short of miraculous. It is
therefore most right and proper that we should practise the groat
Christian qualities of mercy, pity and forgiveness, which constitute the
very essence and differentia of our religion.
If all this is true and admitted, the political application to inter-
national affairs follows quite obviously. There must be a real peace
between the nations ; the word 4 reconciliation ' has to be writ large on
our skies. Our hearts have to be emptied of all bitterness and hatred,
and the memories of war atrocities should not harden our hearts against
the revival of a new international life.
No, it is not a case for hatred or bitterness, but for all-embracing pity,
for extending the helping hand to late friend and toe alike, and for a
mission of rescue work such as the world has never seen. Europe is
and will for this generation be the greatest mission field in which the
energies of the great-hearted people of this country and America could
be spent. And the gospel will be that original one of * goodwill among
men 5, of human comradeship beyond the limits of nations, of fellow-
feeling and common service in the great human causes,
GERMANY AND RUSSIA.
All this applies to Europe generally, but I wish to add a word in
reference to Germany and Russia in particular, as the situation is too
grave to permit of any shrinking from the frankest expression of
opinion. The brutal fact is that Great Britain is a very small island on
the fringe of the Continent, and that on the Continent the seventy odd
million Germans represent the most important and formidable national
factor. You cannot have a stable Europe without a stable, settled.
Germany; and you cannot have a stable, settled, prosperous Great
Britain while Europe is weltering in confusion and unsettlement next
door.                                                                                    ,              .
Russia is an even more obscure and difficult problem than Germany,
and one on which no dogmatic opinion would be justified. But from
all the information which has come into my possession I am seriously
doubtful about the sort of policy which we seem to be pursuing there.
Russia can only be saved internally by Russians themselves, working
on Russian methods and ideas. She is a case of national pathology-of
a people with a sick soul; and only Russian ideas can work a cure.
Our military forces, our lavish contributions of tanks and other war.